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Norwest Child Care Centre - July Newsletter 
Directorõs comments by Rachel 

We are heading towards an exciting second half of the year, and the much 
anticipated annual Norwest Disco is only weeks away!! This year we have teamed up 
the day of the Disco with our Annual Family Meeting which will start at 6:15pm 
sharp. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
centre, and help us to shape the year ahead! 

We are delighted to announce we are finalists in the inaugural Child Care Week 
Awards, in not just one, but four categories:  

¶ Best Activity during Child Care Week 

¶ Best Environmental Activity or Program  

¶ .Ŝǎǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻǊ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ with and contribute to ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 

¶ Best Program or Activity illustrŀǘƛƴƎ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ 
 

These awards for our fantastic Multicultural Menu and the program of activities surrounding that, as well as the 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ .ŜŎƪȅΦ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴd Training, as well 
as Child Care NSW, the awards are recognition of the outstanding teaching programs that your children are a part of 
here at our centre. They highlight the fact that your kids are participating in some of the best learning programs in 
Australia, and that our highly qualified team of teachers, are doing an outstanding job every day. Our submissions for 
the awards are in folders right next to the sign in sheets for you to take a look at ς we encourage you to take ten 
minutes and read througƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ portfolio  will be going home with you to enable you to have a relaxed read of all 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǉƻrtfolio is an extended and individualised version of what 
can be found in the day books each day. If you would like to organise a one-on-one meeting ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ 
Leader, please feel free to organise a time with them. We would also really appreciate it if parents could take the 
time to make a comment on the Parent Comments Sheet in the portfolio, before handing them back for the second 
half of the year. As always please feel free to provide input into our daily programs through the parent input section 
of the day books for each group.  

As many of you know after receiving a letter in your family pockets, our lovely Lorna who went on maternity leave 
back in December 2009, has decided that ǎƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳǳƳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
coming back to the role of Director at Norwest. There is a dominance of baby dust in the air here at the centre, with 
so many of our staff, and families making babies, and in September, I will be heading off on maternity leave to have 
my second child.  

Spotlight on Ashley  

Ashley Hochstetter (nee Vengoa, whom she left as in mid last year to have her son) will be 
returning and stepping into the role of directing our great team. Both Lorna and Ashley will 
be in regularly over the next few months to continue the mammoth handover task.  

Ashley has been with us since January of 2005 and has been on maternity leave for the last 
year. Ashley is enjoying transitioning back to work and is excited about her new 
responsibilities and challenges of her new role. Ashley is really looking forward to continuing 
ǘƻ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
teaching staff here at Norwest.  

Ashley is married to Matt (who many of you know from his part time work at our centre) and 
they have a 1 year old son named Adam. Ashley is currently studying her Bachelor of 
EdǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 



 Dates for your diary: 

July  

15th ς Police Visit 

23rd ς Disco, Family Meeting, (and awards!) 

25th ς Hide and Seek Baby and Kids Market όǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 

doing face painting ς flyers in your pocket) 

28th ς Hills Business Expo όǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻȅŜǊΣ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ΨƘƛΩύ 

August 

1st ς National Tree Day & National Friendship Day 

6th ς Jeans for Genes Day 

14th  - LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŦǘ IŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

21st ς /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ ²eek begins 

23rd ς Keep Australia Beautiful Week Begins 

27th ς Daffodil Day 

  

September 

 1st ς National Asthma Week 
3rd ς CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Flag Day 
5th ς CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ! 
 

 

  

         

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disco and Annual 

Family Meeting 

Is on Friday 23rd July 2010! 

The Disco starts at 6pm sharp. 

Tickets are $6 before the event or 

$7 at the door. Adults are free! 

The Disco is a great success each 

year and a much anticipated 

event on our yearly calendar.  

This year whilst your children are 

dancing away at the Disco you 

have an opportunity to share your 

ideas and have a say in things at 

Norwest, at our                  Annual 

Family Meeting.  

Please see or email Sarah for 

tickets to our fantastic Disco. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Rebecca for being June 

Staff Member of the Month for her continued 

dedication and strive for educating children, 

and for always supporting and mentoring staff. 

 Congratulations to Michele for being July Staff 

Member of the Month for some fantastic 

achievements with her challenging 

multicultural menu and feedback from families. 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=100884699961419&ref=search
http://www.sydneywomensnetwork.com.au/Events/ExpoHills.aspx


Laura 

Charlotte Noah 

Welcome to Laura!!!!  

Laura used to work at school camps  ͑with kids from 4 years 
to grandparents, leading a range of activities  ͑ abseiling, 
canoeing, rock climbing, ropes courses and lots of fun team 
building and learning. She lives with her partner Matt in East 
Kurrajong͑ they have pigs, chickens, ducks and a dog! Laura 
ɴɭɿ ɿɵɳɺɱɰ ʁɼ ʀɻ ɯɻɹɼɸɱʀɱ ɭ Ǚɱɾʀ ǟǟǟ ɵɺ Ǚɴɵɸɰɾɱɺ́ɿ ǩɱɾʂɵɯɱɿ̲ 
ɿɴɱ́ɿ ͯͭ ʅɱɭɾɿ ɻɸɰ̲ ɿɴɱ ɼɸɭʅɿ ɴɻɯɷɱʅ ɻɺ ʀɴɱ ʃɱɱɷɱɺɰ̵ Ǘɺɰ ʀɴɱ 
ʀɴɵɺɳ ʀɴɭʀ ʅɻʁ ʃɻʁɸɰɺ́ʀ ɳʁɱɿɿ ɭɮɻʁʀ Ǣɭʁɾɭ̴ ɴɱɾ ɲɭʂɻʁɾɵʀɱ ɲɻɻɰ 
is lasagne! 
 

 

Baby News  

Congratulations to Louise on the birth of baby Charlotte 
May born 7 th  June 2010. A healthy 9lb 5oz and 52 cm long.  

Congratulations to Jules on the birth of baby Noah 
Thomas born 11 th  June 2010. Also a healthy 9lb 7 oz and 
53cm long.  

 

Staff Training  

Congratulations to Nesha and Amanda for recently completing their Post Graduate Certificate in 

Special Education ð Inclusive Support Early Intervention. 

Congratulations to Lauren for recently completing her Certificate III in Childrenõs Services.  

Many staff in attended Inclusion of Children with Special Needs in Child Care Centres ð facilitated 

by the Star Association, hosted at our centre for all other centres in the area.  

Gail  recently attended Letõs talk about it ð Assisting childrenõs speech development ð Hosted by 

Speech pathologists at Westmead Childrenõs Hospital 

Caitlin and Jessica ð watched and learnt about Australian Baby Sign Language and Dunstan Baby 

Talk  and are now putting it in to practice 

Ashley  has recently learnt about our Child care Management Systems and our key software programs, 

as well as ôTaking the Risk out of C hild C are.õ, and is off soon to a course on Diversity. 

Our Psychology Intern Musa also lead a workshop for all staff on Positive Psychology. At the same 

staff meeting, we had a fantastic workshop called òWhere has my Mummy Gone?ó which helps staff 

focus on empathically working with children through Transitions.  




